The present volume carries a step further the edition of this important episcopal register. The first volume, edited by Bennett, was published as volume 73 of the Canterbury and York Society in 1984. The edition wisely keeps to the order of folios in the manuscript, even though entries in the register itself do not follow precisely in chronological order. With the present volume, folio 204 and the year 1426 have been reached.The material is given in calendared form, mostly in the form of summaries in English, but the Latin original is given where it seems desirable. This approach makes for easier reading and provides a manageable length for the publication.
Regarding the present volume, Bennett notes (2:viii): "Folios 88-204 of the register are covered here, including the institutions for the archdeaconries of Leicester, Huntingdon, Bedford, Oxford and Buckingham, collations of dignities and prebends, ordinations, and the acts of Archbishop Chichele during his visitation of the diocese in 1424-5." The contents may be described as routine and undramatic, yet they are quietly revealing of the complex and efficient government of this large diocese in the early fifteenth century. Bishop Richard Fleming was abroad for much of the time, as King Henry V's envoy to Emperor Sigismund and the German princes in 1422 and at the council of Pavia-Siena in 1423-24. Accordingly, diocesan officials and auxiliary bishops carried out much of the work recorded in the register. Lollardy is not mentioned; although we know that Fleming was involved, outside the diocese of Lincoln, as witness and judge at the trial of William Taylor in 1423.The acts relating to Chichele's visitation of the diocese in 1424-25 (pp. 110-19) , which was carried out as part of his role as archbishop of Canterbury, pertain to ordinations performed by John Crancroyt-auxiliary bishop of the Diocese of Lincoln, acting on the archbishop's authority-and to institutions to benefices by other delegated authorities. Fleming was active in ordaining clergy as well as in instituting and collating, in person, some of the clergy to benefices.Various other ecclesiastics were responsible for most of the institutions and collations to benefices: Robert Leek, vicargeneral of the diocese, and the archdeacons of Leicester, Huntingdon, Bedford, Oxford, and Buckingham.
The number of ordinations is particularly striking. On June 1, 1420, in the church of St. Catherine's priory outside Lincoln, Crancroyt ordained sixty-two men as acolytes (four beneficed acolytes, twelve acolytes in religious orders, forty-six unbeneficed acolytes); fifty-eight men as subdeacons (four beneficed subdeasons, thirteen subdeacons in religious orders, forty-one unbeneficed subdeacons); forty-six men as deacons (one beneficed deacon, ten deacons in religious orders, thirty-five unbeneficed deacons); and forty men as priests (two beneficed priests, twelve priests in religious orders, twenty-six unbeneficed priests). Seven further ordination services took place within the next twelve months, all conducted by Fleming, with the numbers of ordinands in several cases approaching those of June 1-remarkable figures indeed for a diocese serving between 500,000 and 750,000 people.
An exhaustive "Index of Persons and Places" (pp. 129-203) mentioned in the second volume concludes this valuable work. Clandestine marriage posed a perennial problem for the medieval Church. The difficulty became acute following the pontificate of Alexander III (1159-81), who authoritatively established the teaching that when a man and woman exchanged consent to marry one another, they were validly married from that moment forward, provided that they did so in the present tense and no impediments to their union stood in the way. This opened the floodgates to informal marriages that the parties often enough later came to regret. The Church managed to largely resolve the ensuing difficulties in 1563 through the matrimonial legislation of the Council of Trent.
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Zuchuat's investigation of the treatment of these problematic unions by church courts in the Swiss diocese of Sion in the canton of Valais during the century before Trent offers valuable insights into the difficulties that confronted judges and couples alike prior to the Tridentine legislation. His book, which originated as a thesis for the licentiate's degree at Lausanne, is based on a corpus of 101 documents, mainly from the archives of the cathedral chapter of Sion, supplemented by a smaller number from the Archives de l'État du Valais, that contain records of judicial proceedings from the court of the bishop of Sion between 1430 and 1550 concerning alleged clandestine marriages, together with a scattering of private notarial documents that relate to litigated actions. Transcriptions of forty-four of those documents, accompanied by a French translation of them by Pierre Dubuis, who directed Zuchuat's thesis, make up roughly two-thirds of the book (pp. 88-285). Zuchuat's eighty-page analysis of those documents includes some interesting and important observations. The term clandestine marriage might suggest that these unions were secret, but as the author points out (and the printed documents confirm), they were almost always well known, even notorious, within the communities where the parties lived. He further notes that although these marriages were "clandestine" in the sense that they were not preceded by the publication of the banns as required by law and were not
